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‘DIRTY WORK 2: THE CIA IN AFRICA’
Edited by Ellen Ray, William §chaap Karl
Van Meter and Louis Wolf - .
Lyle Stuan 1979 523 pages. 370

By KE‘VN J K"LLEY o , .4.-»-’.
~:**The dilemma for Western powers in
postcolonial Africa,”” writes Phlhp Agee in
his introduction to, “Dxrty Work.2,” . was not
so different from. ‘that in- other -continents:
how. to preserve strategic. national interests
while .appearing.-to: respect . -the . right - of
independence ~ and:: “national. 1 sovergignty
demanded by today s‘standards’ of mtema-
tional conduct. ' R
“ “‘Rarely could” they - do both i Agee
continues. **Almost invariably the Western
powers. have’ percexved radical nationalism
and - communist-*support: to - nationalist
rovements as threatenmg their interests.
Respect : for - African’ independence has
seldom interfered with measures to counter_
such . threats. Time and again, through
secret intervention, overt mxhtary action and
support for client regimes, (the Western
powers. have sou0ht to retam control m
Africa. .. . TN

+The essays, news artlc)es and ‘interviews
complled in *Dirty Work - 2 provide
considerable supporting documentation for
Agee s thesis. . By presentmg both  an
‘averview of covert intervention in Africa and.
specific historical examp]es of methods and
tactics, the book gives concrete and detailed’
-expression to th reali tles of U.S. 1mpenal-.
lsm.-"‘f ey e L e

--Real” people have~ been “murdered by
European and U.S.. intelligence networks.
-Actual governments and somal systems have
been created -and’ destroyed by outside
powers for their own interests. Malnutrition,
ﬂlxteracy, infant mortality and abject poverty!
are perpetuated and often exacerbated in the
‘name of “defcndmg freedom’”. or. promot-
amg economic development,
£ Take,-for examp]e. the - case Patnce
I.umumba inthe Congcr—a kind of prototype
‘o£ ‘covert . operatlons in - Africa ,mted by
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< 'A.militant nationalist,”. Lumimba earned
the« dlsp]casure -of the . CIA->and its
counterparts- in:'France . and . Belmum by
‘advocating - genuine. self~deterrmnahon for
“this ./ former. .colony. Because of. large
-’economxc investments by Western' corpora-
;tions in the Congo, Lumumba’s insistence on-
‘using ‘indigenous resources for:the better-
mentof his people was judged an intolerable
arrog:mce ‘Belgium may have been forced to,
-grant. nomma] mdependence to the Congo,
but’ such’a” paper~ -declaration - was never-
mtended by the West to signify the right of
the Congo]ese ‘to.-build their. own - social
‘structures'and to control thexr economlc and

no!mcal destiny..os :- L

‘DIRTY TRICK’ EMPLOYED e T
Belgium, France and the U.S., actmo
through their respective intelligence agen-
‘cies, reserved those prerogatives for them-
seives. Attempts were made initially to
somehow pressure Lumumba into adopting a
more - *‘reasonable and compromising'’
stance. When these failed, more direct and
less subtle methods were applied. Alterna-
tive, pliant *’leaders’ ~were chosen -and
groomed to take over the country. Various
*‘dirty tricks” were employed to weaken
Lumumba’s base, while money and logistical
support flowed to the puppets who were
waiting to play their part in making the
Congo safe for multinational investments.
Surely, the CIA and its cohorts would have
preferred to avoid outright military conflict,
‘for that is a particularly messy option which
tends to expose the forces at work and which
makes future subversions more difficult. But
open combat did break out in the Congo.
Lumumba was killed by the agencies, and
their hired hands. A client regime was
installed. And ‘business as usual was
resumed'in the former colony, although it
now ~ was : permitted. to - call 1tself an
mdependent nation. -~
As other essays in the book demonstrate,
this general scenario—with some refine-
‘ments and a few local variations—has been
evident in at least a score-of African nations;
during ‘the past 30 years. As:the foremost
imperial* power, -.the JU.S " isually directs:
operations._ through its- shadow army, the
Central Intelligence Agency.” ... .
*A; few European nations .. havé.a - more

however.' So sometimes France, Britain and
Portugal have taken charge in overthrowmg
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